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A MESSAGE FROM

 WENDY-JO TOYAMA

OUR MISSION

The Academy’s core mission 
is to advance hospice and 
palliative medicine through 
enhancing learning, cultivating 
knowledge and innovation, 
strengthening workforce, and 
advocating for public policy to 
achieve our vision.

It is with immense gratitude and pride that I share with you 

the 2023 Impact Report for the American Academy of Hospice 

and Palliative Medicine (AAHPM). The steadfast dedication and 

generosity of our donors is the cornerstone of our achievements, 

catalyzing profound advancements in the realm of hospice and 

palliative care. 

As we embark on this reflective journey, I invite you to witness 

the tangible and transformative impact that contributions have. 

You’ll encounter stories that vividly illustrate how generosity has 

translated into real change. From expanding access to medical 

professionals to fostering innovative programmatic initiatives,  

your support has been instrumental in shaping a landscape  

where our members can help every patient facing serious  

illness receive the highest quality of care possible. 

As you delve into the accomplishments, I hope you feel an 

overwhelming sense of inspiration, knowing that support like 

this has been the inspiration for these remarkable achievements. 

A thank you to our donors for being an indispensable part of 

our journey, for believing in our vision, and for your unwavering 

dedication to transforming the landscape of hospice and  

palliative care. 

With deep gratitude,

Wendy-Jo Toyama

CEO



2023 Impact Report: Generosity in Action | 54 |  Learn more at aahpm.org Stay Connected

I M P A C T 

 BY THE NUMBERS 

HPM FELLOW MATCH PROGRAM
The National Residency Match Program (NRMP) Specialty 

Match for Hospice and Palliative Medicine, in partnership 

with AAHPM, provides the official platform and algorithm 

for coordinating the choices of applicants and program 

directors, ensuring each achieves the most preferred 

training situation possible.

TOTAL 
APPLICANTS

398

PROGRAMS FILLED70%

ENROLLED 
PROGRAMS

197

MATCHED TO THEIR PREFERRED 
SPECIALTY91%

EDUCATION

• We successfully hosted the inaugural Alyssa L. Bogetz 

Lectureship during the 2024 Annual Assembly, centering  

on the intersection of mental illness and palliative care.

• 3,093 attended the 2023 Annual Assembly.

• 68 emerging leaders participated in Ignite, the 2023  

virtual leadership course.

• 74 interdisciplinary clinicians attended the fall Advanced 

Clinical Course on Essential Psychiatric Skills for the 

Palliative Care Provider.

• More than 175 people participated in AAHPM’s  

2023 Clinical Grand Rounds series.

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

• The Leadership Scholars announced the addition of five  

new scholars, selected for their exceptional leadership 

qualities and commitment to academic excellence.

• With gratitude and appreciation, we acknowledge the 

contributions of five scholars who are retiring from the 

program in 2022. Their dedication and impact have been 

invaluable to the success of the Leadership Scholars initiative.

• Each scholar, both new and retiring, will be awarded a 

stipend of $2,500 per year.

OTHER

• A distinguished physician from Ethiopia participated and 

delivered a presentation at the 2023 Annual Assembly 

through the AAHPM International Physicians Scholarship.

• The Hospice and Palliative Medicine Access Fund 

scholarship was awarded to nine in-person recipients and 

ten virtual recipients.

• In May, AAHPM launched the inaugural Next Gen Scholars 

for Equity in Hospice and Palliative Medicine (HPM) 

Program. This program embraced eight postgraduate 

medical residents and fellows keen on HPM from 

communities currently underrepresented in the profession’s 

workforce and leadership. These individuals are crucial as 

our professional community endeavors to prioritize the 

needs of those presently marginalized in HPM.

2 0 2 3

 OUTCOMES

MEMBERS

5,318
DONATIONS FROM 
177 DONORS

294$177,623 
FROM INDIVIDUALS/
ORGANIZATIONS

PROGRAM  
INCOME

$132,910.80
UNRESTRICTED

$18,379.16
INTERNATIONAL PHYSICIAN 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

$9,747.69
NEXT GEN SCHOLARS FUND

$8,471.68
ALYSSA L. BOGETZ EDUCATIONAL FUND

$4,937.05
LEADERSHIP FUND

$2,084.84
RESEARCH SCHOLARS FUND

$823.16
HPM ACCESS FUND

FUNDS

UNRESTRICTED

An unrestricted gift or pledge provides the 
flexibility and resources needed to address 
the most pressing issues facing hospice and 
palliative care professionals by supporting 
the Academy’s programs, services, and 
general operating needs. With your support, 
the Academy is able to provide more to  
its members so they, in turn, can help  
their patients.

LEADERSHIP FUND

The Leadership Fund provides financial 
support to physician members seeking 
to participate in leadership development 
engagement activities to support growth as 
a leader.

ALYSSA L. BOGETZ  
EDUCATIONAL FUND

The Alyssa L. Bogetz Educational Fund 
to Integrate Care for Patients with Mental 
Illness into Hospice and Palliative Medicine 
aims to provide educational offerings for 
multidisciplinary clinicians from the field of 
hospice and palliative care at AAHPM events 
that specifically address the challenges 
related to refractory mental illness in  
patients and families served.

INTERNATIONAL PHYSICIAN 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

The International Physician Scholarship Fund 
provides financial support and access to 
quality education for physicians who reside 
in developing countries by helping them 
participate in the Annual Assembly.

HOSPICE AND PALLIATIVE 
MEDICINE ACCESS FUND

The Hospice and Palliative Medicine  
Access Fund provides scholarships to 
cover in-person or virtual registration fees 
(excluding preconference workshops) 
and $500 toward travel-related expenses 
(airfare, hotel, cab fare, and meals) for those 
attending the in-person Annual Assembly.

NEXT GEN SCHOLARS FOR  
EQUITY IN HOSPICE AND 
PALLIATIVE MEDICINE

This newly added program supports 
postgraduate medical residents and fellows 
interested in hospice and palliative medicine 
from communities that are underrepresented 
in the profession’s workforce and leadership 
and who will be essential as our professional 
community works together toward centering 
the needs of those currently marginalized in 
hospice and palliative medicine.

POSITIONS FILLED83%

THANKFUL FOR STEWARDING SERVING

AAHPM ALSO MAINTAINS A $232,749 INNOVATION FUND.
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DONOR SPOTLIGHT

  PATRICK WHITE 
MD PHD HMDC FAAHPM FACP

Hospice care isn’t just a profession for many of 

us; it’s a deeply personal calling—a journey into 

the hearts of those facing life’s most delicate 

moments. Every day, as the Chief Medical 

Officer at BJC Hospice, I’m reminded of the 

profound impact of empathy and support our 

team can have for our patients.

AAHPM resonates deeply with my values. Its 

dedication to excellence aligns perfectly with 

my own beliefs about the quality of care in 

life’s final chapters.

I’m thrilled to share something close to my 

heart: the upcoming launch of the “Mentors of 

Excellence” campaign. This initiative celebrates 

the mentors who serve as the guiding lights 

shaping the future of hospice care. These 

mentors were not just instructors; they were 

the architects of our empathy and compassion, 

the pillars of support and strength in the face 

of immense emotional challenges.

My decision to spearhead this campaign with 

a lead gift comes from a place of profound 

gratitude toward my mentors, including Bob 

Arnold, Janet Bull, and many others. Their 

guidance didn’t just shape my career; it 

molded the very essence of my approach to 

compassionate care.

By supporting the “Mentors of Excellence” 

campaign, I seek to immortalize their influence 

and inspire others. These mentors, often 

unsung heroes, crafted the very essence of 

compassionate care that I strive to embody 

every day.

This contribution isn’t merely financial; it’s 

a tribute to the mentors who believed in us 

when we struggled to believe in ourselves. 

It’s an offering of thanks for their unwavering 

support, which shaped so many of our careers 

and transformed our lives.

I hope that through this campaign, we can 

honor these extraordinary mentors, shining 

a spotlight on their selfless contributions. My 

dream is for their legacies to be etched into the 

hearts of every future provider, ensuring that 

the spirit of altruism and excellence lives on.“ By supporting the ‘Mentors of 
Excellence’ campaign, I seek 
to immortalize their influence 
and inspire others. These 
mentors, often unsung heroes, 
crafted the very essence of 
compassionate care that I 
strive to embody every day.”

Patrick White, MD PHD HMDC FAAHPM FACP
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SCHOLAR SPOTLIGHT

  MICHAEL HUBER 
MD MS

I was first attracted to palliative medicine 

during my residency at the University of 

Chicago Medicine. I was drawn to many 

different specialties and realized I felt most 

fulfilled caring for patients with serious illness. 

I had the fortune of working with mentors who 

were leaders in hospice and palliative medicine 

and engaged in the Academy, and I realized 

that I wished to become a specialist in the field. 

As I took on advancing leadership roles in 

my early career, I recognized the need to 

develop leadership skills. The Leadership 

Scholars Program emerged as an invaluable 

opportunity that provided essential resources. 

The scholarship funds helped facilitate my 

attendance at leadership workshops; access a 

plethora of leadership literature across many 

disciplines; and participate in formal leadership 

courses, including AAHPM’s Ignite program. 

These resources and lessons proved invaluable 

as I became a medical director for Ambulatory 

Palliative Care Services at the University of 

Miami Miller School of Medicine. 

Moreover, the scholarship’s recognition 

extended beyond financial aid. It granted 

me access to mentorship opportunities with 

esteemed leaders within the Academy. It also 

served as an acknowledgement that helped 

me to be recognized as a leader within my 

institution. Most importantly, it helped me 

to think of myself as a leader and commit to 

lifelong skills development.

Considering the Leadership Scholars Fund,  

it’s vital to highlight the importance of 

structured leadership training in hospice and 

palliative care. This fund helps bridge the gap 

between experienced pioneers and the new 

generation responsible for shaping the field’s 

direction. It plays a pivotal role in developing 

leaders who will influence this specialized field 

of medicine and improve the lives of patients 

with serious illness.“ It’s vital to highlight the 
importance of structured 
leadership training in hospice 
and palliative care. This fund 
helps bridge the gap between 
experienced pioneers and the 
new generation responsible 
for shaping the field’s 
direction.”

Michael Huber, MD MS



 

10 |  Learn more at aahpm.org Stay Connected 2023 Impact Report: Generosity in Action | 11

DONOR HONOR ROLL

FRIEND ($25,000–$149,999 ANNUALLY)

Mary and Joe Rotella Steve R. Smith*

In honor of AAHPM staff and leaders 
In honor of Wendy-Jo Toyama

Patrick and Libby White*

In honor of Bob Arnold and Janet Bull

AMBASSADOR ($10,000–$24,999 ANNUALLY)

Amy Abernethy, MD FAAHPM

In honor of the  
Abernethy Pickar Foundation

Mario Barbieri Charitable Foundation

Wendy-Jo Toyama, MBA FASAE CAE*

In memory of Ezekiel “Zeke” Saraf Tulsky 
In memory of Dean Boggs Bunch

Holly Yang, MD HMDC FACP FAAHPM*

LOYAL ($2,500–$9,999 ANNUALLY)

F. Amos Bailey, MD FACP FAAHPM*

Gary Buckholz and Kimberly Bower

Kimberly Curseen, MD FAAHPM

In honor of Michael and Roslyn Curseen

Tara Friedman, MD FAAHPM

Nathan Goldstein, MD FAAHPM*

Tammie E. Quest, MD FAAHPM*

Thomas J. Smith, MD FAAHPM

Gregg K. VandeKieft, MD MA FAAHPM*

In honor of Dr. Jonathan Sugarman

Rebecca Yamarik, MD MPH HMDC FAAHPM

In honor of Solomon Liao

LEGACY ($1,000–$2,499 ANNUALLY)

Michael Barnett, MD MS FAAP FACP FAAHPM

Rachelle Bernacki, MD MS FAAHPM

In memory of Ralph Bernacki

Mark V. Blum, MD FAAHPM

Ira Byock, MD, and Yvonne Corbeil, RN

Elizabeth L. Cobbs, MD FAAHPM

Robert L. Fine, MD FACP FAAHPM

In honor of Dr. Mark Casanova

Daniel Fischberg, MD PHD FAAHPM

Sandra Gomez, MD FAAHPM

In memory of Jaime S. Gomez

Carolyn Hall

In memory of Alyssa Bogetz

Head and Neck Associates of Orange County

In memory of Mary Wohlgemuth

Adam Herman and Alexandra Yamshchikov

Arif and Jenny Kamal

Dr. Tammy Kang and Dr. Jeffrey Kralik

In memory of Salma Kamal

Sonia Malhotra, MD MS FAAP

In honor of Gurdev Raj Malhotra

Edward W. Martin, MD MPH HMDC  
FAAHPM FACP

Laura J. Morrison, MD FAAHPM

In honor of Randy and Jan Morrison

Daniel Paget, MD

Joel S. Policzer, MD FACP FAAHPM

Russell K. Portenoy, MD

Alvin L. Reaves III, MD FACP FAAHPM

In memory of Cora Sedgwick Winbush

Morvarid Rezaie, DO HMDC

Christian T. Sinclair, MD FAAHPM

Paul Tatum III, MD MS CMD AGSF FAAHPM

In memory of Greg Tatum

Rodney O. Tucker, MD MMM FAAHPM

In honor of Holly Yang

James A. Tulsky, MD FACP FAAHPM

Gordon J. Wood, MD FAAHPM

Donna Zhukovsky, MD FACP FAAHPM

In honor of William Zhukovsky

LEADERSHIP ($500–$999 ANNUALLY)

Richard M. Bain, MD FAAHPM

Evelyn Basco, MD

Yumeka Brown, CAE

Julie Bruno, MSW LCSW

In honor of our dedicated members

Elise Carey, MD FACP FAAHPM

Jose A. Contreras, MD FAAHPM

In honor of Olivia Hutcherson

Kathleen W. Faulkner, MD FAAHPM

Richard Guthrie, DO

Amy Hinton, MD MBA

Tochi Iroku-Malize, MD MBA MPH

In memory of Dr. Humphrey Iroku

Vicki A. Jackson, MD MPH FAAHPM

Christopher Jones, MD MBA HMDC FAAHPM

Elizabeth Kvale, MD MSPH FAAHPM

Andrew Lawton

Stacie Levine, MD FAAHPM

Debra Parker Oliver, PhD MSW

In memory of David B. Oliver 

Miguel A. Paniagua, MD FACP FAAHPM

In memory of Christina E. Paniagua, RN

James S. Powers, MD FAAHPM

Carl Strauch, MD HMDC FACP

Charles Strulovitch, MD HMDC FAAEM 
FAAHPM 

Bruce C. Smith, MD HMDC MACP FAAHPM

Richard Stern

Jacob Strand, MD FACP FAAHPM

Shaida Talebreza Brandon, MD AGSF 
FAAHPM

Jane deLima Thomas, MD FAAHPM

Peter Winn, MD CMD

$5–$499

Joseph Amberg, MD HMDC

Clay M. Anderson, MD FACP

Anonymous

In memory of Alyssa L. Bogetz
In memory of all departed souls
In memory of Georgianne Covelli
In memory of Margaret Anne Mulder Kelley
In honor of Adam Herman

Association Management Center

In memory of Margaret Anne Mulder Kelley

Patrick Belics, CFRE

In honor of Emily Muse

Stephen Berns

Mollie Biewald, MD

Colleen Brown, MD FAAHPM

Daryl H. Chinn

Michele Moran Clancy, MD

Barbara Daly, RN FAAN

Fred Dietrich

Bradley Eckert, MD MS

Martha Edelson, Bob Madory, and family

In honor of Karen Bogetz

Kyle P. Edmonds, MD FAAHPM 

Frank J. Forte, MD HMDC FACP FAAHPM

Carol C. Fowler, MD

In honor of the CHER Committee

Marlene Garfield

Robert H. Gerard, MD

In memory of Milton Gerard

Andrea Goldman

Eric Goodlev, MD

Marvin O. Delgado Guay, MD FAAHPM

Jillian Gustin, MD FAAHPM

Lawrence Hahn

Heather A. Harris, MD FAAHPM

Steven Harris, MD

Julie M. Hauer, MD FAAHPM

Virginia Hutto

In memory of Lynn Nathaniel

Noelle Marie C. Javier, MD

In memory of Jeanne Marie Javier

Jeffrey Kalin

Jeffrey Katz

Chad Kollas, MD FACP FAAHPM

Alina Kung

Jean S. Kutner, MD MPH FAAHPM

Ian Kwok, MD

Patrick M. Lalley, MD

Alfred Levy, MD FAAFP FAAHPM

In honor of BSW SPC PLANO

Mark Litzow, MD

Miguel Lizardo, MD

Amanda Lorenz, MD

Karrie Lu, MD

Nancy Lundebjerg, MPA

Dana Lustbader, MD FAAHPM

In memory of  
Professor Theodore Bernstein

Virginia A. Marshall, MSN ACHPN FPCN

Paul McCarthy, MD FCCP

Terrie A. McKissack

In memory of Alice Andrews

Mary Lynn McPherson, PharmD PhD BCPS CPE

Terry A. Melvin, MD HMDC FAAHPM

Charles Mills, MD HMDC FACP FAAHPM

In memory of Fr. John and Margaret Mills

Sandra Moody, MD BSN

Patricia Neuman, DO HMDC

Doriel Nishioka, MS PA

In memory of Alyssa Bogetz

Theresa Nissen

Sandra L. Oakes, MD CMD

Melanie Oblender, MD

In memory of Frank Ryburn

Teresa Poy, BS RN CCRN

In honor of KPWLA Palliative Care Team

Brett Prestia, DO

Diane Rapaport, MD

In honor of my many hospice patients  
and families

Rab Razzak, MD FAAHPM

In honor of Tom Smith

Morvarid Rezaie, DO HMDC

William Saemann

Sidney Sall

In memory of Alyssa L. Bogetz

Dena Schulman-Green, PhD

In memory of Gloria Waksman

Vinti Shah, DO

In honor of Christian Sinclair

Justin Shek

Vivian Sherman

In memory of Alyssa Bogetz

Jane Sinclair

In honor of Christian Sinclair

Alexander K. Smith, MD MPH MS

Clyde Smith, MD

Jonathan Spiegel

In honor of Alyssa Bogetz

Corey Tapper, MD MS

The Thienprayoons

In honor of the Bogetz family

Elizabeth Thomas, MD

Ruth Thomson, DO MBA HMDC FACOI 
FAAHPM

Anne Tilden

In honor of Wendy-Jo Toyama  
and Thomas DeWalle

Eric Trapp

Amy Trowbridge, MD

Matthew Tyler, MD

In honor of Christian Sinclair

Ronald Van Buskirk, MD

In memory of Loyal  
and Dorothy Van Buskirk

Aleiya Virgo-Herron, MBBS MPH MSC

Elisha Waldman, MD FAAHPM

David Wang, MD

Barbara and Brad Warady

Joanne Wolfe, MD MPH FAAHPM

Judith Zimmerman

MULTI-YEAR DONORS

Thank you to our funders who have committed to multi-year projects:

The Y.C. Ho / Helen & Michael Chiang Foundation

University of Washington Medicine through a grant provided by the John A. Hartford Foundation and the Cambia Health Foundation*Donor has an active pledge with the Academy.

*Donor has an active pledge with the Academy.
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