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Qualifying Board (QB)

• A Qualifying Board (QB) is an ABMS Member Board whose diplomates may 

apply for a subspecialty certificate through another Member Board.

• Successful applicants can participate in the continuing certification program 

for that Board.

• QB diplomates become diplomates of ABIM for the subspecialty and must 

meet all of ABIM's requirements for initial certification and Maintenance of 

Certification (MOC).

• The original board no longer manages the physician’s certification or MOC 

for the subspecialty.



Qualifying Boards Cosponsoring Boards
American Board of Physical Medicine & Rehab American Board of Family Medicine

American Board of Psychiatry & Neurology American Board of Pediatrics

American Board of Obstetrics & Gynecology American Board of Emergency Medicine

American Board of Radiology American Board of Anesthesiology

American Board of Surgery

Qualifying vs. Cosponsored: 
Hospice & Palliative Medicine



What it means for you…
• Beginning in 2022, physicians from a QB who currently hold the Hospice 

and Palliative Medicine (HPM) Certificate of Added Qualification 

(CAQ) will maintain their HPM certification through ABIM.

• Diplomates will no longer maintain HPM certification through their original 

board.

• Trainees completing HPM fellowship will now apply for the initial 

certification exam through ABIM.

• Note: Diplomates from a Cosponsoring Board will still apply 

through their own Board.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Maintaining HPM certification through ABIM will enhance the HPM MOC process for diplomates and assist them in maintaining a high level of knowledge, judgment, and skills in HPM. 



Key points about Qualifying Boards

• If you have an HPM certification, you can register through ABIM’s online 

Physician Portal.

• You can maintain your underlying certification or subspecialty certification(s) 

as long as you meet the requirements of MOC.

• You will have to do MOC for both boards if you choose to maintain a 

certification with your original board.

• ABIM has a reciprocity policy to help streamline MOC requirements.

• MOC requirements are waived for diplomates dual-certified by ABMS 

member boards.
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Diplomates with an HPM certification will be able to register with ABIM via ABIM’s physician portal. ABIM will email instructions to all diplomates from the qualifying boards noted with a current HPM certification regarding portal registration. After registering in the Physician Portal, diplomates will be able to select the option of either maintaining HPM certification or allowing it to expire.Diplomates can continue to maintain their underlying certification or other subspecialty certification(s) as long as they continue to participate and meet all requirements of their MOC program. It is the diplomate’s choice whether to maintain their certifications or allow them to expire.�To maintain the original board's certification, diplomates will be required to continue to participate in its MOC program and complete all MOC requirements. ABIM does have a reciprocity policy to help streamline MOC requirements. ABIM diplomates who are dual boarded by one or more of the other ABMS Member Boards can have the MOC points requirement waived.Diplomates who are eligible to receive this reciprocal credit will see a feature box at the bottom of the ABIM Physician Portal. They can click on the feature to attest to being currently certified by and participating in the other Board's MOC program.Diplomates still need to meet other ABIM MOC requirements: maintaining a valid, unrestricted, and unchallenged medical license, passing a secure ABIM MOC assessment, including the new Longitudinal Knowledge Assessment, and meeting any other ABIM-specific subspecialty procedural requirements.Diplomates should check their email inbox regularly to stay informed by ABIM.



Visit ABIM.org/HPB-FAQ

Email request@abim.org or call 1-800-441-ABIM.

Questions about Qualifying Board?

mailto:request@abim.org


The Longitudinal Knowledge Assessment (LKA)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Many of you are hopefully already aware, but for those who may not be, ABIM is pleased to introduce the Longitudinal Knowledge Assessment (LKA), allowing our ABIM diplomates to “Maintain board certification at a speed that works for them”. ABIM spotlighted a number of diplomates in its marketing materials. The individuals pictured here are current and former members of ABIM’s Governance.
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How we got to LKA:In 2018 ABIM rolled out the Knowledge Check-In in response to physician requests for a more flexible, lower-stakes assessment. The KCI included enhancements such as the ability to take it at home or a test center, and included access to an external resource (UpToDate).We continued to work with the community to understand their needs, and it was from that feedback that the Longitudinal Knowledge Assessment was born – building on what physicians liked about the KCI, but offering even more flexibility and features physicians asked for.Since first announcing the Longitudinal Knowledge Assessment in 2019, ABIM undertook a significant physician engagement effort to ensure your voices were heard, your feedback incorporated, and that the finished assessment product would work for you. This slide shows some of the ways they did that.Purpose:Seek physician feedback to uncover opportunities/challenges and understand the impact of LKA so ABIM is able to deliver a new assessment option that physicians will find meaningful and feasible to do on a continuous basis. Objectives:Understand the physicians’ perspectivesInform ABIM leaders so they can make decisions with the physicians’ perspectives in mindShow physicians that we are listening and their opinions are important to usEliminate or mitigate potential physician challenges



LKA Rollout Schedule
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12 specialties rolled out in 2022, so if you’re due for an assessment this year you can enroll until 6/30/22, the end of the second quarter. Three specialties—Critical Care Medicine, Infectious Disease, and Pulmonary Disease—will launch in 2023. Recruitment for volunteers to help write ABIM test questions typically starts in the spring, which would have occurred during the early phases of the COVID-19 pandemic. ABIM leadership consulted with physicians currently serving on its Exam Committees and Item Writing Task Forces in these disciplines, and recognizing the increased clinical obligations they were facing, decided that it was not the right time to pull them away from patient care to help with question development. Any currently certified physician in these four specialties who had an assessment due in 2020, 2021 or 2022 can wait and enroll in the longitudinal assessment when it becomes available to them in 2023.The LKA requires substantially more items compared to the traditional, 10-year MOC exam and won’t be available in certain specialties (Adult Congenital Heart Disease, Advanced Heart Failure and Transplant Cardiology and Transplant Hepatology) because there are fewer physicians maintaining certification in these highly specialized areas. Clinical Cardiac Electrophysiology will not be available at launch but will be revaluated for 2024.In Cardiovascular Disease, Advanced Heart Failure and Transplant Cardiology, Clinical Cardiac Electrophysiology and Interventional Cardiology, the ACC Collaborative Maintenance Pathway will be available.Hospital Medicine – which was originally scheduled to launch in 2023, is currently being reevaluated as ABIM explores the possibility of creating an inpatient-focused version of the Internal Medicine LKA. More information about that is available on our website.All diplomates will continue to have the traditional, 10-year MOC exam available.



Important Dates

Enrollment will open 
for all 2023 ABIM 

MOC assessments 

Second quarter 
begins

Last day to enroll in LKA 
Second quarter ends and 

unopened questions expire
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Enrollment for the 2022 LKA is closed. Enrollment for the 2023 will open 12/1/22, and the last day to enroll will be 6/30/23. If you are planning to participate in the LKA, it is a good idea to start early so you don’t miss any questions. Questions expire at the end of each quarter and you can’t go back to answer them later. Any unopened questions will count against the 100 you can choose not to open over 5 years. Anyone enrolling in the 2nd quarter has missed the first 30 questions.  



Key Features
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Now let’s dive a little deeper and look at some of the program’s key features.Regarding points, using LKA for multiple certificates should make it very easy to achieve the 100 MOC point requirementThe Participation Requirement includes built-in flexibility to allow for life’s circumstances, such as short-term medical issues, vacations, weddings, funerals, or other personal events.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
As with other ABIM assessments, diplomates have an opportunity to earn MOC points.  Those points will be calculated and added to your My Activities section in your Physician Portal.  Diplomates don’t need to do anything other than answering questions correctly to start the process.
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A summative, pass/fail decision is made at the end of your 5-year cycle.  If you pass:You can choose to continue the LKA, and would begin your next 5-year cycle the following year. You would continue to be reported as certified throughout that 5-year cycle as long as you are meeting any other MOC requirements. Or, you could choose to take the traditional, 10-year MOC exam the following year instead. You will be reported as certified during that year, and if you pass, your next assessment will be due in 10 years.  If you do not pass:You will enter the grace period, meaning you will have one year to take and pass the traditional, 10-year MOC exam. You will continue to be reported as certified during the grace period as long as you are meeting all other MOC requirements.



Personalized Dashboard
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This is what the LKA dashboard looks like. The four panes are designed to provide participants with valuable information regarding their progress in the program.



Eligibility

All board certified 
physicians can start 

participating in the LKA in their 
assessment due year. (except 

those in a grace year).

You will be reported as 
“certified” throughout the 5-year 
cycle as long as you are meeting 

the LKA Participation Requirement.

Can use the LKA to help them 
meet their MOC participation 

requirement in their 
assessment due year.

The LKA can be used 
to regain certification; 

however, because a decision 
on performance is not made 
until the end of the 5th year 
of participation, a physician 

will be reported as 
“Not Certified” 
until that time. 

CURRENTLY CERTIFIED CERTIFIED PRE-1990 LAPSED CERTIFICATE
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Physicians will continue to be reported as “Certified” as long as they are meeting the participation requirement, and a decision on their performance is made in the 5th year. You won’t be able to start LKA before your assessment due year.A physician whose certification has lapsed may use the traditional, 10-year MOC exam to restore certification more quickly.Any physician in their grace year is ineligible for the LKA and must pass the traditional, 10-year MOC exam by the end of their grace year to continue to be reported as “Certified.”





ABIM’s MOC Program

17

100

Meet two concurrent requirements: 
100 MOC points every 5 years + assessment
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Complete at least one MOC Activity every 2 years to be reported as participating in MOCEarn 100 MOC Points every 5 years to stay certifiedPass an assessment by your assessment due date*20 Medical Knowledge Points for each take of an ABIM assessment will meet 2-year participation requirement and count toward 5-year points requirement2-year point requirement can be met with any approved activity of any point valueThe purpose of the 2 and 5 year requirements is to promote continuous engagement in lifelong learning and quality improvement as part of the MOC process. ** Note that iCard & Hospital Medicine has additional requirements. A customized slide deck is available for those disciplines. 



How LKA Participation Fulfills ABIM 
MOC Requirements

Earn MOC points every 2 years 
Diplomates earn 0.2 MOC points for every correct answer

Earn 100 MOC points every 5 years 
Diplomates can earn up to 24 MOC points per certificate per year

Pass an assessment 
Pass/fail decision made at end of 5-year LKA cycle 



In light of the ongoing pandemic, ABIM has increased program flexibility:

• If you had an MOC assessment, attestation or points due in 2020 or 
2021, you now have until 12/31/22 to complete them. 

• Physicians certified in Critical Care Medicine, Infectious Disease, 
Hospital Medicine and Pulmonary Disease will have an additional year 
to complete requirements through 2023.

• Anyone currently in the grace period has been afforded an additional 
year to complete their assessment requirement. 

• Sign in to your personalized Physician Portal at ABIM.org to check for 
any upcoming deadlines. 

Important Updates About MOC Requirements



ABIM’s Updated Fees for 2022
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Beginning this year, the annual Maintenance of Certification (MOC) fee for the first certificate you maintain will be $220, and for each additional certificate you maintain there is a $100 discount, meaning you’ll pay $120 per year. Access to the LKA is included at no additional cost for each certificate you are paying to maintain.You must be up to date on payments for all your certificates to access the LKA, even if you are participating in just one discipline. If you pay the year before your assessment is due you’ll get a 5% discount on all annual fees; if you pay after the due date, there will be a $40 fee.Here’s how it works:
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The American Board of Internal Medicine (ABIM) collaborated with physicians to design a new, user-friendly app. With the ABIM Physician Portal app it’s never been easier to keep up with your MOC program requirements.The Physician Portal App allows you to:-Track your MOC assessment deadlines-Track your MOC points requirement progress-Customize your reminders for assessments, points and payments



Learn more at abim.org/LKA
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Presentation Notes
All of the information we shared today and additional information, including an LKA platform demo video, can be found on our website at www.abim.org/LKA.



Questions?

Sign into your personalized ABIM 
Physician Portal at www.abim.org

Call ABIM at 1.800.441.ABIM

Email ABIM at request@abim.org

http://www.abim.org/
mailto:request@abim.org


Thank you
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